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NEW SOUTH WALES, 
BUSINESS STATISTICS - 25th OCTOBER, 191.0, 


Growing strength of the war effort is reflected in record 
and rising levcls of employment ond industrial activity, 
stable trading conditions and 2 favourable trend in small 
savings. In the first year of war bank deposits increased, 
advances declined and the bank credit situation strengthened 
materially. 

Building remains active though non-residential building has 
decreased, The rural outlook still couses anxiety though 
recent showers have checked deteriorationy over large sec- 


Gions om the State. 


ROM LAS ans 


SEASON: Showers in north-east, Rain needed generally. 


EXPORT PRICES J.ND Export prices stcady, Increased egg exports, 
EXTERNAL CONDITIONS, Conditions in U.K,: War expenditure rising. 
Financial conditions strong, onditions in U.S.A.$ 
Industrial activity increasing. External trade, 


CURRENCY RELATION- Open market quotation of sterling steady in New 
SHIPS := York, 
WOOL: Arrivals in Sydney. Progress of appraisements. Prices 


of tops in Bradford, 


WHEAT : Area sown in N.S.W. 1940-41. European crop reports, Greek 
purchases, Futures firmer in Chicago. Just. parcels 
cheaper in London. Local market quict. Wheat prices un= 
changed. Flour tax incressed. 


BUTTER: Butter production low for time of year, 

METALS : Tin and silver steady in London, Export parity prices of 
Aust. metals - August, 191.0. 

BANKING : Private business in private trading banks in N.S.W. - 


September quartcr, 190. 


AVINGS BLNKS: Deposits and Open Accounts at Sept. 30, 1940. War Savings 
Certificates, 


WHOLESALE TRADE: Employment - Sept., 190. Seales - Sept. and Jon,-Sept., 
194.0. 


RETAIL TRADE: Employment - September, 191.0. 
City Shops - Activity in August and June-Aug., 1940. 


EMPLOYMENT ; Persons employed in N.S,W. - mid-September, 1940. 


MANUFACTURING Employment, N.S.W. - mid-September, 1940, 
INDUSTRIES 5 4.2 Large Factories » Sales, etc., August ond Jan.-lug. 1940 


BUILDING PERMITS: Value and No. Dwellings - Sept, and Jan. -oepte, 1940, 
Metropolis: 


MOTOR VEHICLES: New Vehicle Sales - September, 4191.0. 
Total Registrations at 30th September, 190, 


COAL, N.S.{.: Employment in Collicrics - September, 1940, 
Coal hauled by Rail - Sept. and Jan.-Septe, 191.0. 


GAS & BLECTRICLTY: Index of consumption (Sydney) - September, 194.0. 


WIRELESS LICENSES : Licenses in force in N.S.W. at 50th September, 1940. 


1. 
BUSINESS STATISTICS - 25th OCTOBER, 192.0, 


PART I. PROW.RY ND EXPORT INDUSTRIES, 


SEASON. Useful rain fell in northeastern districts over the week end but throughout 
the Stete as a whole socking reins are urgently needed. Coastal and tableland maize 
prospects have improved ond fruit production will benefit from recent showers, 


Mostly, pastures are failing or poor in inland districts and mortality of lambs has 
been high in the dricr parts of ‘the State, 


EXPORT PRICES AND Except that continued dry weather prejudices future production 
EXTERN TRADE prospects, the Australion export outlook has undergone little 
CONDITIONS, change over the past fortnight. Export prices are steady with 
the index number (in Aust. currency) at 82 per cent. of the 
1927 overage ond nerrly 25 per cent. higher than in the year ended June, 1939. 


It has how been arranged that the shipment of eggs from Australia to the U,K. 


will continue in Jan ond Feb., 1941, Anticipated exports of eggs for this season 
are = 


572,000 cases valued at £1,118,000 compared with 
472,000 " is "£805,000 originally proposed 
ond 339,000 " i "£600,000 exported to U.K, last season, 


Shipping losses have moderated, British rayon exports in August, 1940 were 55 
per cent. above the velue in August, 1939, » Britain's expenditure in 1940-1 may be 
about £3,600 m.. Wer expenditure is now £64 m. a week compared with £55m, a week 
prior to July last. In London industriol shores are firm ond bonds are at the 
highest level since Sept., 1938. Bank deposits are at a record level, 


Industrial activity is rising steadily in the United States; steel production at 
Gre per cent. of capacity is its greatest since 1929, The New York stock market is 
very firm. U.S. external trade increased as to exports by 37 per cent, in the first 
year of the war ond the export balance (%1,39im.) was the largest since 1921, The 
Usk, absorbed 61.8 per cent. of U.S. exports in July, 191.0. 


External developments which may produce cconomic repercussions for Australia 
include reopening of the Burmn Road, Japanese trade talks in the Netherlands East 
Indies, the German threat of complete domination in the Balkan countries, United 
States' registration under the Conscription Act ond preparation for training of 
900,000 men, and the Delhi Conference, mecting to-day, to consider production and 
supply problems of the Empire east of Suez. 


CURRENCY The rate of exchange, dollars for sterling, in the open market in New 
REL/TIONSHIPS. York has continued at approximate parity with the official pegged 
British rate in London 03 ‘to gstg-, The price of gold in London, 


which was fixed at £8.8s. per oz. fine (buying price of the Bank of England) on 
Sept. 5, 1939, has been unchanged since that date, The course of open market quota- 
tions of sterling in New York was as under:- 


hugss Fede, irs, May, JULY, septs, 
1959 191.0 191.0 492.0 491.0 492.0 


Monthly Average : 
~ to £stg. eel 9 5e96: Sad e206 581 tea Oy 


WOOL. The quantity of wool nceived in Sydney from July 1 to October ges 191.0 was 
716,089 bales compared with 730,789 bales in the corresponding period of last 
senson. On Oct. 10, 191.0 the Wool Board disclosed that 604,418 bales of wool had 
been appraised in Australia since appraisements began on hugust 8, 1940, and the 
average appraised prices per lb., greasy were 11467d6 for the Commonwealth ond 
Mego, in N,S,W. Mithough wool of the 4 9L.0=1:1 clip is inferior in quality to that 
of last season, the avernge price per Lb, ot which it is acquired by the British 
Government remeins the seme (13.4375d. Aust) ond the difference between the lower — 
appreisement value ond the agreed price will be covered by the end-of-season equali- 


Sation payment. 


: * . British W Control last month are to 
The new home issue prices fixed by the British Wool tee 
apply Bere ai '98. 19h1, The value of raw wool in Australia is bout 30 per certt, 
chove the averore fe 1950-59. Prices of wool tops in Bradford have risen about 
Meer cent. above the level in July, 1939. To higher rew moterial costs have been 
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added higher costs of ocean tronsport, of marine ond storage insurance and of manu- 
facture. Examples showing the movements in tops prices arc as follows:- 


British Wool Control Rates for Tops for Home Tradé. 


July, Nove, March, Octe, 

1959 1959 194.0 192.0 

70's, Merino por lb. = -27. 31234. L3ade Lorde 

64.48, merino M 26d6 304d. bitde 32d. 
50's. medium ; 

crossbred " 1944. 234d. 3144. 3344. 


WHEAT. Returns collected from farmers at or shortly after time of sowing show that 
~ the arca sown with wheat in 1940-14 (4,678,600 acres) was approximately the some as 
in 1939-v,0 (4-5 694., 200 acres). Generally sessonel conditions remain unfavourable 
for wheat. A greatly reduced harvest is now certea in, but its size will vary accord= 
ing to whether or not much needed rain fells in the next few weekse 


4. further conference of Commonwenlth ond Stetes' representa ‘tives to discuss the 
wheat industry is meeting in Melbourne to-day. 


The 194.0 European wheat crop is believed by U.S. Dept. of Agriculture to be 20 
per cent. below that of last year (approx, 1,725 m. bus. ). - The Vichy Government has 
announced that France had the poorest harvest of this century. <A message from © 
Athens states that 200,000 tons of wheat are being purchased, half from Russia and 
half from Australia, if truc, this will obsorb about 32m, Dus. of .Lustrelian wheat, 


In Chicago futures quotations have shown an upward trend over the past two 
months, On Oct. 22 Dec. options at 87 cents a bus. were 44 cents a bus, higher 
then at the beginning of the month, Winnipeg quotations, however, were only 
fractionally cbove the fixed minima determined on Sept. 18, Australien parcels on 
the London Baltic Exchange are 1s. 3d. © quarter (about 2d. 2 bus.) lower than at 
the end of Septse, 192.0, 


The local wheat market is quiet. Occasional soles of flour for export have been 
ode by millers, but home consumption requirements provide most of the busincss 
offering, The Wheat Board's quotations for wheat (unchanged) are 4s, 23d. for 
' bagged wheat and 3s.114d. for silo wheat for local consumption and small export 
orders, per bus., f.o.r., Sydney. The rate of tax on flour was increased by 6s.’ to 
£28 AD a ton from Oct, 22, 1940, On Oct. 2). the price of floum,* “includage tax, 
was unchanged at £12.10s. a ton, 


PRICES OF WHE/.T IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 
| 


; scasons ended November, September, | October. 
Serer 
 4oe35 og 1939 dees | 191.0 | 19ROy ee 
Ex trucks, Sydney i 3 44(b) 


Equiv. ex farm at 


Se OS See ee 
country siding (a) 


| 


BULK WHEAT. = Shillings and pence per bushel, 
| ; 
| 2 25 # & } 7.495 


2%] ©) | ©) 


8} Exclusive of pounty. (b) Bonrd's price for sale for local consumption, 
idvances made give growers about 2s. 5d. (net) a bushel. Further 
payments depend upon realiss ations for the whole 1939-10 CLOpPe 


BUTTER. Returning dry conditions were affecting butter production on the North Coast, 
but were relieved by rain on Sunday and Monday last, 11 principal dairying dis- 
tricts have had rains recently, but gencrous following falls are needed to fully 


assure a satisfactory season, Production has increased sufficiently to supply local 
demend but is below that of a year ago. 


The wholesale price of butter in the three Eastern States is unchanged ot 158s,.8d 
a2 Cwi. 


/METALS « eoee 


6 
PART I, (Continued, ) 


MET/LS. ‘In London open market quotations for tin and silver were without much chenge 
“during the past fortnight. Prices on Oct, 225 TOKO, £257 Se. ods oy ton for tin, and 
4s 113d. on oz, for silver were a little oor thé average prices during Sept., 1 9,0, 
and compared with averages of £229.18s. 9d. 2 ton and 1s 5./d. an oz, in August, 


1939. The fixcd maximum prices of the British Ministry of Supply for copper, lead 
and spelter were unchanged, 


The export parities of prices reccived for metals exported by Australian pro- 
duccrs arc shown comparatively below. As there is practically no export of copper, 
that metal is excluded, Prices gencrally are moderately above those secured prior 
to the war, 


AVERLGE PRICES OF MBTLLS (EXPORT PLRITIES, f.o.b.)- AUSTRALIA, 


Silver | Lead Spelter| Tin | Gola 
(Standard) (Standord ) (Finc) 

O%6 Ton Ton OZe 

rsdn «| E; Se dy | fe Be Ad be Bi cde, ee 
iver., 1937 SiO | Oe SB. 29 4. 6 pe 1e 815 1 
1938 Be AO pea oe Ae 1 238 cae Sees 
1939 ie ea cig: Ae pete. | 19 15 3 [268 3 6 eeu: 
" — Suly, 1939 : 4:91- | 1649 4 (1944 6 fer 33 3 9 414 
| ‘ 

" Jone, 1940 ee ee ede ere: 3 ere 8 9 | 40N2 
" June," 252 1 4811 9 12h 5 831640 4 ee 
Pee iy, 2s 18.40 2 | 2k 5 81501 3. 35 epoe ae 
"  fugust, " OD Span Ont. Oe of eile 9 [298 40 by sleponaunG 
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BLNKING. N.S.W. 
stronger than in any recent year, 


PART Ling 


FINANCE AND TRADE, 


After a year of warfare the banking situation in Australia is 


A year ago a condition of stringency was in pro- 


cess of being relieved by carlicr judicious expansion of erccit by the Commonwealth 


Bank. Disposal to the British Government of 


a record wool clip at higher prices, 


higher reccipts by wheat farmers (through pool advances finenced by the Commonwealth 


Bank) and a general rise in export income, 
scale of war expenditure, has caused deposits to increase, 
& matcrial improvement in the eee position of the eae banks. 


banks in Australia the ratio 


194.0 compared with 93.4 per ot in August, 
Treasury bills to deposits was 22.1 and 16.0 per cent., 


These movements in deposits 
private business in private trading banks 


together with thc heavy and expanding 
advances to decline, and 


In nine trading 


advances to deposits was 82,7 per cent. in August, 


1939, ond the ratio of cash and 


respectively. 


and advances are apparent in quarterly averages for 
in New South W'cs, Between Sept. Qr., 


1939 and 1940 deposits inercased (almost entirely on cuxrcnt account) by £12.8 m, 
and advances were reduccd by £4,.9m., transforming an cxcess of advances over 
deposits of £9,6m, to an excess of deposits over advances of £8.1 m. The following 


table gives particulars 


five years:- 


Private Deposits and Advances - Private Trading Banks in N,s.W, 


Changes in year ended Sept. Qre 


1935 to 1936 
1936 to 1937 
B957 tor] 936 
1 5G. LO 1959 
1939 to 191.0 


Fixed 


Deposits. 


tte +t + 
On=W0O 
e °° s e es 
WMoron 


Current 
Deposits, 


(Increase +; 


Moral: 


Denosits 


i=) 


of changes from year to year for Sept. Qr. over the past 


Deercase -), 


AAVONCES » 


£Mo 


Excess of 
Deposits over 
Advances. 


£Me 


= Wed 
+ 8,6 
1262 
+ 1,4 
+17.7 


The reduction in advances is due partly to repayments: made possible by the good 
export year of 1939-40 (recently drought conditions have occasioned a reversal of 
movement insofar as rural credit is concerned) but the checks imposed in the use of 


credit by the Commonwealth Treasurer with the advice 


of the Investment Advisory 


Board - to conserve financial resources for the national war effort and for essen- 
tial civilian activities - peobably have an important part in the results. Control 
to become more rigorous as further expansion of enter- 
prises for the prosecution of the war becomes possible only by contraction of pro-= 
duction of all but the bare essentials of civilian life, 


of this type may be expected + 


The situation in N.S.W. in this and preceding years is illustrated as under:- 
PRIVATE BUSINESS IN PRIV/.TE TRADING BANKS IN NEW SOUTH WALES (a), 


Quarter 


ended - | Fixed 


Borie 1929 
1931 

‘ oes 

if 1938 

June, 1939 
SCPbe, am 

June, 1920 
Sep tes st 


Eolitg 
63ece 
60.7 

bts 
62.6 
6h. 6 
6h 6 
66.3 


65.0 


(Aggregate Quarterly 


Deposits 


| 
I 
| 
| 


aoe i 


ear me 
LiFe 
Soir 
17.8 
a AP) 
ees 
5Os0 
60.4. 
G2a5 


Averages). 


SM, 
106.8 

io) Fae 
10943 
109.8 
146,60 
411.6 
426.7 
aS 


Advances 


| savanoos | 

| 
a4 

| 

| 


fm. 
OWES) 
95,0 
108.1 
N2One 
es 2) 
(Qe 2 
TA fae 
a) Shae 


| 
- 


| 
| 
| 
2 | 


Excess of 
Deposits over 
_Advancese __ 


(a) Excluding Commonwealth and Rural Banks and excluding Government deposits and 


ee securities 


(+) Denotes exc 


in private trading banks, 
ss of advances over deposits. 
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SAVINGS BANKS. In Scptember, 19.0 deposits in savings banks in N.S.W. exceeded with- 
drawals by : £753,000, This was the greatest increase in September of post-depression 
years, contrasting with . decrease of £00,000 in Sept., 1939. As it followed upon 
increases of £24,000 in July ond £936,000 in August, 1940 it seems clear that a 
favourable trend of small savings has been resumed. Recent monthly movements in 
oO ee deposits end in purchases of war savings certificates in N.S.W. were as 

ollows i= 


191.0 Mar, for, Moye dies —saly, Luge Sept. 


£000 Inereasc + Decrease « 


Savings Deposits -.08 +297 -1,877 -., 6082 #2, #999 +753 
War Savings Cert. % ee OT. + 369 $1,941,196 +4455 >(+300) 


Combined Movement —37h +394 =1, 508 =2,664 +1,22041,394 +1,053 


(a) Excluding interest additions (£1,562,000). 
@ hmount received (80% of face aes from sales during the month, 


The number of open savings accounts increased by 6,486 in Sept., 19.0 and then 
numbered 11,/2/ more than in Sept., 1939. The confidence of small savers was a 
little oer in May-June, 1940 but appears fully restored.. Employment continues 
to increase, and higher earnings are incrensing the capacity to save, 


SAVINGS BANKS IN Ni ssoees WLLES . 


Depositors' Balances. | Increase in Deposits. Open Savings Accounts 

= — = ita ——. pan eee a ee 
At 31st | kt 30th In yore | Mt Bist | At 30th 
August September. paonre ended. Sept. | August September, 


£000 £000 £000- — | £o00 | 000 | § 000 
Ti, O85 | 70, 907 | (=) 176 (-) 54.2 not available. 
1937 82,229 | 82,461 252 | 2,688 | 1,238 | 1,26 
1938 86,310 | 86,436 | 126 | 3,975 | 1,306 4,312 
1939 | 86,957. | 86,557 | (-) 400 | 124 | 4,315 Wetane 
4191.0 S3,07k “| 85,82er ' 135. | Aa)2e139) Ey 13521 1,327 


Minus sign (-) denotes decrease. 


WHOLESALE TRADE. Sales at wholesale in August, 1940 in N.S.W. (as recorded under the 
Sales Tax Acts) were £17.17 m. compared with Rail. Gt im, in iucust, W959. Easoce 
eight months ended August, 1940 sales totalled £131.65 m or 4.7 per cent, more than 
in the corresponding period of 1939. 


There has been a larger turnover of non-taxable goods - particulerly of war 
materials supplied to the Government ~ and marked decreases in certain dircetions - 
notably, new motor sales - while higher prices have contributed to the inercase in 
the value of sales. The field of contraction may be expected to become wider as 
unnecessary consumption is curtailed. 


As these returns include direct factory sales to Government orders, they do not 
indicate clearly the generel trend in wholesale merchandising. The increase in 
sales at retail (see succeeding note) though appreciable, does not suggest undue 
consumer pressure. erticulars of employment with wholesale firms with ten or 
more employees show little chenge over the past three years. ii small decrease from 
hugust to September, 194.0 was contrary to the usuc .l experience of those moniths, 
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WHOLESALE TRADE - NEW SOUTH WALES. 


| ales b iste fa “ 
pea Ck _.| Persons Employed by Wholesalcrs 


a H ; - i Ec cae ela i a ae 
Month of | Hight Months | Increase over 
August. | ended hug. Jen.-iuge of 

Preceding Yeor, | /ugust. September, 


with Ten or more Employees, 


Bee not 2 re ee Ns 


Per cent. No. No. 


& million |£ million 


| 
1932 diopee, 79 y22 | (-) 0.1 | June, 1933 = 17,638 
1957 NGsee 1 12h o6 paweio72 i 2h 2h t-7h. 
1958 | 15.28 = | 125,90 ees) ass 25,320 PEAS 
1959 | 16.81 | 125.78 | (-) 0.1 | 25,420 25,539 
Tet) Wied 1) 14B4e65 | bee | 25,924 | 25,871 


Minus sign (-) denotes decrease. 


RETTL TRADE. Trading conditions appear very stable. Official control of prices has 


engendered confidence and consumers are buying normally. Higher prices of imported 
goods were inevitable, but retail prices as a whole are less than 5 per cent. above 
those of a year ago, 


The number of persons employed in 550 retail establishments with ten or more 
employees (which is the most satisfactory indication of trends in retail trade) shows 
that while retailers in the city have increased staff, fewer employees were working 
in shops elsewhere in the State then in the first month of the war. From August to 
September there were decreases of 346 in 1940, 77 in 1939 and 33) in 1938, and 
cmployment in these shops remains much the some as one and two years ago:~ 


EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL TRADE - NEW SOUTH WALES, 


. - A Me Sydney. | Total -—- N.o.W. 
a es week 2 ees oe eee era re Country ~ i 
eptember, | | Distr bk : y : 
| District, ; Towns Nomber | Increase in 
City | Suburbs | year ended 
| | ‘Sept 
Persons employed by firms with 10 or more employees Numbcr. 
ee 
41936 133,350 | 3,835 2,253 | 8,160 | 47,598 | Not available, 
1937 | 34,888 | 4,062 2,341 | 8,563. | 49,85, ) | 2, ome 
1938 | 35,801 ! 4,013 t= 250) 16725. VP eanue 1,135 
4939 | 36,121? 4 hd, 2 eect tages 187 
19.0 | 56,558 | ke O17 Ra SglEO OD. | 5 aliens raiee 51,382 | 206 


TRADE IN CITY SHOPS. In 33 large city shops net sales in hugust, 194.0 (5 Fridays) 


were 12,/ per cent, greater in value then in jugust, 1939 () Fridays). The money 
value of scles of all classes of goods except sports and travel goods and food and 
perishables was greater then « year carlicr., Noteble increases included picce goods 
(21.3%), men's and boyst wear (17.5%), hardware (15.7%), fancy goods (17.9%); 
women's wear (11.7%) and furniture etc, (11.5%). The value of stocks was 25,5 per 
cent, greater than in August, 1939. 


Percentage inereascs compared with a year carlicr have fluctuated considerably 
from month to month:- 


1340. gen. Feb, Mor, Apr. May. June. July. ugust, 
Inerease (%) in sales value from same month of 1 958)- 
fad {O,6" o7e6. 9) Wisk. Mae - 2e1 Tee Vat 
In the three months ended August, 1940 sales were 7.3 per cent, greater than a 


year before, Taking into account the rise in prices, it is apparent that the volume 
of trade has undergone little change compared with the pre-war period, 


In hugust, 194.0 the average number of cmployees in these shops was 5.3 per cent. 
eh ad ale he ame C anlar nd wn 2a 5 F i 
greater, and the amount of salaries and wages paid 2.2 per cent. greater than in 
August, 1939, 
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EMPLOYMENT. During the first year of the war employment increased strongly (saving the 
cheek due to the coal stoppage of Morch-Mey). In the middle week of September 491.0 
the number of persons in employment in N.S... was greater than ever before oe 
37,291 greater than in Sept. 1939. The number of adult meles registered RG unemployed 
decreased from 47,412 in Jon., 19.0 to Osa in. Sept. A9k0s 


Persons in Employment in N.S.V,. = Thousands. 


.@ 


sept. Nov, Sipsaly, Mar. 


Maye duliye., Inui, sept. 


fe ene 1959. B10, 5 Cl, ~820H:- B5he4 


836.2 C5505: Gohea OFGge. 


G55e1 87250 675e% 


In the year ended Sept., 1940 private employment increased by 52¢701y Larsoiy 
owing to industrial cxpansion connected with the war effort (sec succeeding note), 
Prosecution of the wor is also the main factor behind the increasing number of 
Governmental employees, but the figures include over 2,500 publi¢ servents on active 
services, The course of employment over the past twelve months compares with that in 
recent years as follows;:- 


INCREASE IN PERSONS IN EMPLOYMENT IN N.S.W. 
LMS | TC n 
INDIR HO) June to | diaial, 456) 
sept. Sept. | 


Year ended September, 
Local Govern- | All Employ- 
Gov't. | mental, ment. 


Private. 


All Employment. 


1936 9,900 | 45,700 Sig 6O | 410, | 25H. 38,010 
aO5T 8, 900 17,300 425220 | 7,360 | 10,500 | 60, 080 
1938 5,900 1000, 5) 20,600! | 23,490 153,500 ) 2,900 22,790 
$259 6, 600 6,900 : | 18,100 | -4,180 j= 950 | 3,100 | ~2,030 
4 9h,0 | 3,700 | 19,300 | 24400 § 32,700 |-2,060 } 6,650 | 37,290 


i) 


In each principsl economic group, except mining end quarrying, employment was 
greater in Sept., 194.0 than a year before. Percentage comparisons in the final 
columns of the oppended table show thet the rate of increase in factory employment 
has for outstripped that in any other class. The recent rapid development of wor 
production was mode possible by the substantial expansion of the heavy ond associated 
industries in post-depression years. In a few industries activity has decreased, but 
while such experiences may multiply as additional resources are diverted to war pro- 
duction, employment as a whole is likely to increase progressively under the stimulus 
of mounting war expenditure. 


EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 
(Excluding Relief Workers and Men in the /irmed Forces not on Civil Payshects) 


Increase Sept., 
191,05. OVER = 
BeauDs ‘Sept.|Sept.| Sept.! Septd Aug.,| Sept. |Sept. | Sept. 
1940 | 1940 11939 | 1936 


i) 
| Persons Employed in middle week of - 


000 | 000 000 | % I 
ALL Employment 838.4. Bae ee tot | 1546 
Private " | 62.8 5 OSTA eet D681 tae | ee 
All Factories } 203 4) 221.1) 229.9 227 04. reas 26.2 15.5 | 2160 
in Firms with Ten or | | 
more Iimployccs. | | | 
Mincs oad cot Na Be 19.8, 2164); 2140 201 tek | teal 
Retail Trade | dere) Bis lee) Sted |e olve p Oe 
Wholesale Trade | 20ee 250) 25091 2507 | ae | a eee 
Offices & Commerce BBA) 2 21a | 2501 | 2902 | Dol ee 
Shipping & Rd. Transp't} 19.2 hie ee ie | ae Ae | ao 
sonal ; i Poet 2fed| 286). 2200) eFel | 8 Ms Pec: 
Personal Services i D 5| 20.4 | 2440 ‘ined 1.9 


Other Industrics | 20.6 22.1) 22.9) 20.7, 


————— 


~ Denotes decreasce 
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MANUFLCTURING INDUSTRIES. In the middle weck of ae 1940 there were 246,200 


persons employed in factorics in New South Wales, This was a record number od 
18,500 more than in Septs, 1939, That imcrea roe equal to 8.1 per cente, is some 
measure of the development of the industrial war effort. Employment is expanding 


sterdily, particularly in factorics treating industrial metals, where in factories 
with ten or more employees there ore now 1/..3 per cent, more persons employed 

thon in the first month of the war. The index of factory employment in Sept., 1940 
was 36 per cent, above the average for the peak pre-depression year (1928-29). 
Comparisons arc:- 


Employment in Factorics in New South Wales. 


AVEE es 


June, Scpte Sept., Mare, Luge, Sept., 
4928-29 1933. 1938 1939. 1940. 191.0. 191.0. 
Persons (000) 18067 13067 “229.90, Oye 7s elie 21.309 21.662 
Index No. 400 Ti 127 126 155 135 136 


In August-Sept. there were increases in employment in classes of factories con- 
cerned in war production, a seasonal increase in food and drink factories, and 
small decreascs in some factorics serving the building industry, peper and printing ~ 
and rubber works. Trends in factory employment, together with perccntage increases 
in the various classes over the twelve months ended September, 1940 are illustrated 
in the next table, “ 


EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES WITH TEN OR MORE oe N. Sane 
| 


Middle weck \Cement, e Gieneel nee: Textile 7 Food A fosae Paper Rube 
of - aan | cals | trish | & Cloth=| and | work- end ae: 
} q 


eo &Ce} etc, metals| ing. | Drink | ing etc, | Printing 


= 


Number of Persons Employed, - Thousands, 


L5e/1 52027 59,95 | 8. 5k. 1216. - 12yi69 


nae 
| 
Sepecmbcr, 1935. |" Sa1o aie | 
ie 4938. \410 7 Gilda \ Gla? 38,07;7. 1 2feSo| 10,59.°...| teen 
: 1939 \14.4/5 | odie yee By eS) 28.55.| 9475 nde omen 
i 

March, 194.0 111.99 | 8.55 | 66.30 Bis row She OD! Feld 156450 lgton, 
August, w 142.49. | 8.62 | 70.85°| 10,22 | 28495 | 9.65 | 14.58 (307k: 


Septenber " [42.39 Bo | 71.5 | 40.82 | 29414] 1007 | Alne2 [306K - 
+ 


i er anal akan iat: = — 

! | { \ ! t 

Increase, ‘ 
-2,.1 


Scpt. '39 to "40%! 5.4 ictal Sia oie pe 


The Trades Union Defence Advisory Panel has proved its value in suggesting a 
basis for settlement of industrial disputes that have arisen, and although some 
strikes heave occurred, the production of war materials has not been interrupted 
seriously. 


In 42 large factories employment in August, 1940 was 5.8 per cent, greater than 
in fugust, 19595 and over that period the weekly salaries and wages bill had risen 
Vey? 2 joven Geralee The value of products sold from these factories in August and 
the eight months ended August, 1940 was 4 per cent and 11.5 per cent., respectively~ 
greater than in the corresponding periods of 1939, and in each instance a record 
for the month end eight months. 
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Trends in factory activity in N.S.W. ore indicated below:- 


MANUPLCTURING INDUSTRIES - NEW! SOUTH WALES, 


All Pactories., 


Forty-two Large Factorics, 


January to dugust. 


rea Monthly average). 
fey DePUCMDCR. as Ge 


LimpLloyment 


Number | Index Sales 


1928-29 2 
480,756 


£000 


1932 425,600 75 | 2058 | 
1937 221,100 122 | 3025 | 
1938 229,900 427 | 344 | 
1959 227.008 1266 | 3386 | 
1910 | 24,6, 2008 1366 =| 3520 | 


fg Subject to revision. 
BULLDING PERMITS - METROPOLIS. 
Note:- Government buildings are not included in building permits, 


(In Sept., the value of permits was below the recent improved average 
and in Sept, Qr. amounts for oll classes except houses.and hotels were 
less than in Sept. Qr., 1939. Permits have decreased much more in the 
city than in the suburbs, Houscbuilding is active, flat building fairly 
so but industrial and commercial buildings show considerable decrease. 
Dwellings proposed in Sept. ond Jon.-Sept., nunibered 676 ond 6,673 in 
4940 and 569 and 7,935 in 1939. In Jon.-Sept. in 190 compared with 
1938 numerical decreases were equal to 10.2% for houses ond 18.6% for 
float dwellings, ) 
In September, 194.0 private building permits granted in Sydney ond suburbs were of 
a velue of £80,000 compared with £800,000 in Sept., 1939 and on average of £915,000 — 
in the first cight months of 1940, It is doubtful if decreases in August and Septem-— 
ber signify reversal of the trend of carlicr months, Three monthly moving averages 
ended in the months shown were:= 


49.0:- Jen. Feb. Mer, pr. May. June. July. sug. Sept. 
£000 699 —- 685 (ae 889 963 9 Mae aoe 988 W8 


The total for Sept. Qre, 1940 was 20 and 30 per cent. below those of the corres- 
ponding quarter of om ond 1939:- 


PRIVATE BUILDING PERMITS GRANTED + SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


| = Mexch June Sept.e; Dec. Year ended 
| ar. are | Gre | are || September, 
=; oma L000 | e000 | 2000” | £000 £000 
1937 | 1,950 | 2,986 B20 hee 2) 10,413 
feb | 55106 | Bal OO 2 ig O55 WG Fgh 1.113 
1939 | 2,856 B50 | Saeed | 2,603 12,811 
5/0) | fs 2 cat - 10,750 


In September and September Qr. contracts for Government buildings in Sydney and 
Suburbs eee £90, 000 and £318,000 in 190 compared with £32,000 ond £1.87,000 (includ- 
ing £411,000 for G.P.0. extension) in 1939. 


The decrease in private pbuilding activity has been most marked a6 the city where 
permits in the nine months ended Sept. were little more than one gee the value in 
1938 and £533,000 or 37 per cent. Less than in Jone Sept y 1939. With one execption 
(March, 491.0) the city total for Sept, 194.0 was the lowest since July, 1934. Amounts 
for permits in the city and the suburbs compare as follow:- 
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| ares of September, | Nine Months ended September, 
[7955 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 1919! 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 19h0 


Bie 


City £000 88 | 181 215} M4 | 63) 16 631115 868; 2,555) 1,22 
SUPUES 8000) I 912} mi B52 B54 09) ma i 6,101) 6,147 8, 313] 8,174] 7,236 a 
Total £000 | 1000 | 1033 1 1440— B00 | 81.0 re 732! 8 015 10,868 9, 614 8, 14.8 


The appended table illustrates recent trends in the value of permits for vaiicus 
types of building, Features include:- 


2 aaa thle recovery to near record level for brick Houses 
a decrease for wooden ctc. houses ofter Bes tion. int Junergr,, 191.0 
re the Government houses for workers scheme; 
z 
considereble provision of factory premises (though values are about 30 
per cent, less than a year ago); 
decreased activity in building shops, 


i. good deal of money has been put into hotel buildings. Flat proposals declincd 
in Sept. Qr. after increasing considersbly in June Qr. 1940. A power house at 


Balmain (£61, 000) was included under “other busidings tt Sepbss Oe 
PRIVATE BUILDING FERITTS - SYDNEY /.ND SUBURBS, ; 
ee ee er l 
Period | Houses, | | Hotels, | | Factor4 Other 
———------ Hugas} |) (oieshe Shops ics Build- | Total 
| Brick,| Wood, | (a) Houses. (b) | (c) ings 
oto. | Fibro | | ee 
£000 | £000 | £000 | £000 £000} £000 | £000 £000 
H 
September, 1939 29h, 53 | 150 | 61 3) 98 126 800 
" 19,01 373 66 i 168 |. 14 30) 86 406 81.0 
| | | . | 
Sept. Qre, 193911,273 25°, 906} 92 1534. 8d 472 | 3,531 
Dea. " " 987 180 Wn5 | 155 | 122} 2h6,| h68 1 aaiaos 
Mra TOT O61 | 4ky | 395. |, 185 89) 218 | eis 
June ial biee) S66 1s eoouie aed | 9} 239 | Sie 
Sept. " Ti iyego, 4) Aaa. be; - on | 60). 264°): 277 eae 


* 


Including (a) Conversions to flats; ‘6 ) shops with dwellings; (c) public garages, 


In the first nine months of 1940, compared with the corresponding period of last . 
year the value of permits for houses was almost identical, but for flat buildings 
there was a marked decrease. 411 types of commercial buildings showed decreases, 
ond for "other buildings" the total was the lowest for several years, There was a 
decrease of £1,1.68,000 (about 15 per cent, ) in the value of private building pro- 
posalis. in ne nine months ended Sept., 194.0 contracts for Government buildings 
totalled £636,000 in Sydney end suburbs, 


PRIV.TE BUILDING PERMITS - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 
Nine months ended September, 
1936 | l | movement 


p 4957 | 1988 | 4939 | 19K | 1939. 40 dome 

£000 | * S000 -| £000 | £000 | £000 | "Ber cent. 
Houses - Brick 2,958 (UR R7OR |. Beers) Boleg 3,528 | ee) ae 
Wood & Fibro 267 393 | 679 | 738 729 || (.) 4g 
Hotels, Guest Houscs ote. 95 | 234 | fai |” 37m 506 | (+) 35,3 
New Flats | 1,567 | 1,425 2,672 | 2,266 1, 54.4 be 529 
Conversions to Flats 96 | Paes 97 71 52 -) 26.8 
Shops with Dwellings bei sO aie 16; w Hiss 440:|, Laie soem 
Shops only [USER OG Gil 6. 835 | 14:6 | (=) Bee 
Factories 858 | 896 | 659! 1,032 | 695 | 0) ate 
Public Garages He nn hohe OL; | ae 261 (2) 50g0 
Other Buildings (a) : | dye Ag oho | A200 | 815 oj) coh 

) aa Re aie 
| 79732 . 8,015 | 10,848 | 9,616 | 8,148 | (4) 4155 


(2) Offices, oe Churches, Hospitals, Private Garages, Outbuildings, cte. 
(+) Denotes incrcase (-) Denotes decrease, 
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DWELLINGS. The number of dwelling units proposed in September was 676 in 1940, 569 in 
1959, 1185 in 1938 ond 876 in 1937, The number in sept. 1940 was 20 per echt, below 
the average of the preceding, five months, both houses and flat dwellings showing a 
decrease. Dwellings proposed in Sept.-Qr. numbered 2,244, compared. with. 2,65). in 

Merch Qr., 1940 and 2,843 in Sept. Qr., 1939. There were 62 fewcr brick houses, (297 

fewer wooden ond fibro houses and 252 fewer flat dwellings than in March Qr., 191.0, 


The decrease in house proposals reflects passing of the stimulus given by the initial 


programme of State assistance to persons in the Lower wage groups to build homes, 
gan. Heb. Mar, pr. May dune July Lug, Sept. 


Number of net additional dwellings proposed - Metropolis. 


4938 G08 (pe HO, “1003 AAP. 4950" PoGk A212 “AGS 
1939 6l3. 4 B44 857 666." 6869. 1246" 4223 4051 569 
491.0 188 562 635 909 963 782 °° 718 820 676 


Particulars for the nine months ended September (appended) show thet fewer flat 
dwellings were proposed in 19/:0 than in any of the preceding four years. Compared 
with two yesrs corlicr flats proposed decreased by 48,6 per cent, ond houses by only 
eee per cent, 


DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN PRIV/TE BUILDING PERMITS - SYDNEY AND SUBURBS. 


Nine Months ended September, 


1939 | 49k0 
ings. 


Type of Dwelling. 


1936 oe 


} 


5,005 “ Syeee 
Igoe | 


Houses — Brick, cvtc, 
= Wood, Fibro, ctc. 


Total - Houses 


3586 | 2,320 
550 1 * 385 
(ane ee 1 Oh. 


Flats #» In New Flat Buildings 
- In Converted Buildings 
With Shops, Hotels, ctc. 


js | 
Total - Flats, cte. | 3,068 | 2,809 | 4,825; 3,549 | 2,478 
epee SI. ce Ree SS Se 
Roars bee | | ; 
Grand Total | 6,602 | 6,318 | 9,763} 8,186 | 6,943 
Less Demolitions & Conversions | 255 1 338 | 218 | 2b] 60 Pee 
Net Additional Dwellings 1 6,397) By 980m (p94 545 | ~~ 79558 6,673 — 


Trends in residential building since 1929 are illustrated below, The annual rate 
in the first nine months of 191.0 (8,900) is 25 per cent. below that of 1938, but ex- 
Ceeds. that of any year 1930 to 193/:- 


NUMBER OF DWELLINGS INCLUDED IN BUILDING PERMITS - SYDNGY /.ND SUBURBS, 


‘ 
} 


Galender Year. Jone-Sopt. 
es | Average] 1937 | 4938 | 1959 | 1939 | 1940. 
 ro3045 | coh ee | 
Individual Houses - 17095 4,205 | 4,852] 6,342) 5,847 | 4,637 dhs 
In Flats, with Shc 
a Ops, 13,097 | 656 | 3,900 | 5,821) 1, 290 | 3,549 | 2,478 
Total Dwellings (net) Z 19, 85h. Mpg. | 8,490 ; 11,855, F822 1 Pg oer 6,073 


Eas 5 fet a 


d hfter deducting demolitions ond conversionse 


MOTOR VEHICLES, Salcs of new motor vehicles aversged 181 2 week in Septem er at aay 
(a eld ad aac = 4 . : 2 foo) \ a ras a) 
showing a slight increase in comperison with July or August, 1940 but : ce pees 

a ee eee aap t aoa 
crease comparcd with September of recent years. Recent aS oo: 
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AVERLGE NUMBER OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED PER WEEK - N.S.We? 


Cars, Cabs ond Omnibuscs, Lorries and Vans, 


Ses hug. | hpr., Mey | June | July | Sept. 

ance bbe. | 525) 497%) Bott hi | ham W062 1 187). 246 leeeen! 200 

1938 478 | 487 | 383 | 357| 340} 368 1182} 207) 155; 156) 147! 184 

1939 | 393 | 17! 376! 305) 322} 270 |130! 151| 1411 433 | 146! 126 

190 | 3 | 176| 445!) 63] “a 128 444, 103! 70! 60! 53] 63 
eect. s i ; i i i Bop ee eee 


a 


xclusive of military and Air Force Vehicles. 


Restraint in spending in this ficld reflects increased costs of motoring and 
reaction to petrol rationing (begun on Oct. 1, 194.0), It conserves money for invest- 
ment and reduces the demand for forcign exchange and so assists the national effort. 
Workers displaced in this industry are of 2 class likely to provide skilled labour 
where it is much necded in war industries. The use of charcoal gos has not developed 
to the extent expected but may show development as a result of announcement that a 
popular make of cars ond trucks can be obtained with a standard producer fas bball, « 


The totel number of registered motor vehicles on Sept. 30, 1940 was 312,125; a 
decrease compared withe a year earlicr of 16,950. Cars showed a small further de- 
crease (of 378) during September but after decreasing in each month since Sept., 1939 
there was a small increase (of 143) in the number of registered lorries and vons. 


NUMBER OF REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLES IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


1958 1938 
July 


1939 | 19.0 


June | Aug.| Sept. 
216.41 214.6} 209.5 ome 


Cars 14842 | 206.9 -}-216,5 | 
Lorries and Vans 4202 | Thole | 7706 | 7705! 764) 75.6} TheG Tha? 
11 Vehicles Claes be Sheeat i Dazed | 328.6 jee B! 318.2) Sees ee 


COAL. The number of men employed in collicrics in N.S.‘7. in September, 1940 was 
17,100 compared with 17,000 in Scpt., 1939. There has been an inerease of 3,200 
over the last four years, but mechanisation of colliery operations has reduced the 
lebour requirements of the mines, end with production fully equel to that of 1927 the 
number of men employed is 7,400 or 30 per cent, less than the average in thet 
year, nother large Northern mine is to use machines from the New Year ond as a 
result 300 of 600 mine workers employed will be cavilled oute 


Mine workers in New South Weles were granted an increase in wages of 7s. a week 
by variation of owerd on Oct, 10, 1940. Some industrial disputes have occurred in 
recent wecks, the most serious causing a stoppage in all Southern collieries from 
Oct. 2 to Oct. 18, .19.0, 


The quantity of coal hauled on Government railways in N.S.W. in September, 1910 
(about 800,000 tons) was a record for the month, Since coal production was resumed 
after the March-May stoppage about 3,287,000 tons of coal have been moved by Park 
compared with 3,038,000 tons in the corresponding four months of 1939. The Heavy 
movement reflects the record level of industrial activity ond simultaneous efforts 
of coal users to replenish depleted stocks, 
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COLL MINING INDUSTRY IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 


= 9 


Men Employed in Coal Hauled on | Goal 
Collieries (a). Government Roilways. Raised (b). 
? Ae, ee 

Lugust. September, |September, | Jon.-Sept. Calendar Year, 

No. No, 000 tons 000 tons 000 tons. a 
1928 21,700(c) | 21,700(c) | 429 669} Sos 
AIS 1), 600 4,800 650 Soyer | 10,052 
1938 15,500 | 12, 300 | 219 5e50s eS 
a9 16,900 47, 000 | 697 6,489 11196 
194.0 : 17,000 Ker Fates) | 800(d) | 5, 053(d) - 


(a) Av. No. employed, 1927; 24,500. (b) 1923-27; 11.1 m tons, 
(c) Yearly average. (d) Approximate. 


GS AND ELECTRICITY, In September, 1940 the amount of gas and clectricity consumed in 
sydney ond suburbs was 3). per cent. above the average in 1929-31 and 2 per cent. 
above the consumption in Sept., 1929 (the prce-depression peak year). Seasonal varia- 
tions probably account for the absence in Sept., 1940 of an increase compared with a 
year ogo as occurred in preceding months of this year. 


Industriel expansion for production of war materials is a major couse of the in- 
erease in the consumption of gas and electricity to a record level in recent months. 
The growth of population, wider reticulation of services and more extended use of 
power machinery ond appliances in business ond in homes are other factors in :the 
rising trend of consumption of the past eight years. 


Index of Consumption of Gas and Electricity - Sydney and Suburbs, 


dee le 1936 ETE 1938 bee 194.0 


ee 


Index Numbers: Average, 1929-31 = 100, 


Month of September 108 97 AS 118 VEE 13h. 43h 
Calendar year FSGS) 96 Nali2 Aas eo 4| 5y1l = 


WIRELESS LICENSES, Brondcast Listeners’ Licenses in force in N,S.v. at. Sept, 30, 1940 
numbered 479,435. During September there was on increase of 5, 72h. compared with in- 
ereases of 3,106 and 1,766 in Sept., 1938 ond 1959. The increase in the year ended 
Sept., 1940 (46,690) was greater than in the corresponding twelve months of any of the 
preceding five years. Licenses current at various dates and year to year increascs © 


were as under:- 


BROADCAST LISTENERS! LICENSES IN FORCE IN NEW SOUTH ‘WALES, 
‘(Including Australian Cepital Territory). 


1932 1934 1.936 eeu 1938 1932 194.0 


ee 


Number of Licenses - ThousandsSe 


Meseucenterber 150.17 25105 330.9 376.8 M79” 4528 BY MD 


Inmerease in yeor 


ended Sept. 29,1 6265 458 159 hj. hed 4607 


